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Exploring Nigeria: A Global and Local Adventure 
Nigeria, a vibrant and diverse country located in 

West Africa, is home to rich culture, stunning 

landscapes, and a unique geography that can 

be viewed from both global and local 

perspectives. In this reading passage, we will 

delve into the fascinating geography of Nigeria, 

from its place on the world map to the 

remarkable features found within its borders. 

Global Perspective: Nigeria on the Map 

If you were to look at the world map, you would find Nigeria nestled in the western 

part of Africa, bordered by the Atlantic Ocean to the south. It shares its borders 

with several countries, including Benin to the west, Niger to the north, Chad to the 

northeast, and Cameroon to the east. Nigeria's geographical location places it in 

the heart of Africa, making it a significant player on the continent. 

Local Perspective: Nigeria's Regions 

Nigeria is a vast country with a diverse landscape that can be divided into several 

regions. Let's explore some of these regions: 

• The Coastal Region: Along the southern border of Nigeria lies a coastal 

region that stretches for hundreds of miles along the Atlantic Ocean. This 

area is known for its lush rainforests, mangrove swamps, and beautiful 

beaches. It's also home to major cities like Lagos, Nigeria's largest city and 

economic hub. 

• The Savanna Region: As you move northward, the landscape transitions 

into the savanna region. Here, you'll find grasslands and scattered trees, 

creating a picturesque scene. This region is vital for agriculture, as it is home 

to fertile soil that supports farming. 
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• The Plateau Region: In the central part of Nigeria, you'll discover the Jos 

Plateau. This elevated area is cooler than the surrounding regions and 

features unique rock formations. It's a popular destination for tourists and is 

known for its pleasant climate. 

• The Sahel Region: Further north, Nigeria borders the Sahel, a semi-arid 

region that experiences periods of drought. This area poses challenges for 

farming, but it's home to resilient communities that adapt to the harsh 

conditions. 

• The Niger Delta: In the southern part of the country, you'll find the Niger 

Delta, a vast network of swamps and wetlands. This region is rich in oil 

resources, making it a critical part of Nigeria's economy. 

Global Perspective: Nigeria's Size and Population 

Nigeria is not only diverse in its landscapes but also in its population. With over 200 

million people, it is one of the most populous countries in Africa and the world. Its 

size, covering approximately 356,667 square miles, makes it the largest country in 

Africa. 

Local Perspective: Major Rivers and Lakes 

Several significant rivers flow through Nigeria, shaping its geography and 

providing water resources for its people. The most notable of these is the River 

Niger, which runs through the country from north to south, eventually flowing into 

the Atlantic Ocean. The River Benue, another important waterway, joins the Niger 

in central Nigeria. 

Nigeria is also home to several lakes, including Lake Chad, which is shared with 

neighboring countries. These bodies of water play a vital role in agriculture, 

transportation, and fishing. 

 

 


