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Eight-Legged Lifespans: Exploring the Longevity of Spiders 
Open-Ended Response Questions 

1. Describe one way in which spiders contribute to ecosystems despite their 
relatively short lifespans. 

 

2. How might the availability of food impact the lifespan of a spider population? 

 

3. Discuss why it might be advantageous for females of some spider species to 
prioritize reproductive success over longevity. 

 

4. Can you think of any environmental factors besides competition and food 
availability that could affect spider lifespans? 

 

 

 


