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Eight-Legged Lifespans: Exploring the Longevity of Spiders 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Spiders contribute to ecosystems by controlling insect 

populations as predators, which helps maintain ecological 

balance. 

2. The availability of food can impact spider lifespans by affecting 

their ability to obtain nutrients and energy necessary for survival 

and reproduction. 

3. Females of some spider species may prioritize reproductive 

success over longevity to ensure the survival of their offspring and 

pass on their genes to future generations. 

4. Other environmental factors that could affect spider lifespans 

include temperature fluctuations, habitat destruction, and 

exposure to pesticides or pollutants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


