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Viking Seafarers: Exploring with Longships and Knarrs 
Short Answer Key 

1. The longship was well-suited for raiding due to its speed, shallow 

draft, and maneuverability. 

2. The knarr's primary purpose was facilitating trade, allowing 

Vikings to transport valuable goods and commodities to various 

markets. 

3. The longship was slender, shallow, and designed for speed, while 

the knarr was broader, deeper, and built for cargo transport. 

4. Longships played a crucial role in Viking exploration, with Leif 

Erikson using one to discover Vinland in North America. 

5. Longships were adorned with intricate carvings and figureheads 

to showcase the Vikings' craftsmanship and intimidating 

presence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


