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Viking Seafarers: Exploring with Longships and Knarrs 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The longship was at the heart of Viking society, serving as a 

versatile vessel for raids, exploration, and trade. Its speed and 

agility made it a fearsome warship, while its design allowed 

Vikings to reach distant shores for exploration and trade. 

2. Longships and knarrs differed in design, purpose, and 

significance. Longships were swift and used for war and 

exploration, while knarrs were sturdy cargo ships used for trade 

and colonization. Both were essential to Viking history. 

3. Answers will vary but may include details about the goods 

carried, trade routes, and interactions with different regions. 

4. Viking longships were not only functional but also pieces of art. 

The intricate carvings and figureheads displayed the Vikings' 

craftsmanship and cultural symbolism, reflecting their values and 

traditions. 

 

 

 

 

 


