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What Does a Monkey Look Like? 
Monkeys are amazing creatures with a wide 
variety of appearances. Some are tiny, while 
others are surprisingly large. They come in 
many different sizes, colors, and shapes, 
depending on where they live and what type 
of monkey they are. 

The smallest monkey in the world is the pygmy 
marmoset. It is only about 5 to 6 inches long, 
not counting its tail, and it weighs as little as a 

stick of butter—just 3 to 5 ounces! On the other hand, the largest monkey, the 
mandrill, can grow up to 3 feet long and weigh around 70 pounds, which is 
about as heavy as a large dog. 

Monkeys also have a wide range of colors. Some have fur that is brown or 
gray, helping them blend into the trees. Others, like the golden snub-nosed 
monkey, have bright orange or yellow fur. Mandrills are especially colorful, with 
blue and red markings on their faces and a bright patch of color on their 
bottoms. 

One of the most interesting things about monkeys is their tails. Many monkeys 
have long tails that help them balance while climbing. Some monkeys, like 
spider monkeys and howler monkeys, have prehensile tails. This means their 
tails are strong enough to grab branches and hold on, almost like a fifth arm! 
However, not all monkeys have tails. Apes, which are also primates, do not 
have tails. 

Monkeys have hands and feet that are perfect for climbing trees. Their fingers 
are long and strong, and their thumbs can grip branches tightly. They use their 
hands to grab food, such as fruits, leaves, and seeds. Some monkeys, like 
capuchins, are so skilled with their hands that they can use tools to crack open 
nuts. 

Monkeys have unique faces too. Some, like the proboscis monkey, have very 
large noses, while others, like tamarins, have funny mustache-like fur. Monkeys 
also have expressive faces that can show happiness, fear, or curiosity. 

From their bright colors to their clever hands, monkeys are truly unique animals. 
They come in all shapes and sizes, and each species is special in its own way! 


