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Lou Gehrig: A Legacy of Baseball Greatness 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Lou Gehrig's consecutive games played record demonstrated his 

remarkable durability and dedication to the game. This record made him 

an enduring symbol of reliability and consistency in baseball, and it 

significantly contributed to his legacy as one of the greatest players in the 

sport's history. 

2. Lou Gehrig's speech on July 4, 1939, demonstrated his character and 

resilience as he expressed gratitude despite facing a terminal illness. He 

maintained a positive outlook and showed grace and humility in the face 

of adversity, leaving a lasting impression on both baseball fans and the 

wider world. 

3. Lou Gehrig's legacy extends beyond baseball through the awareness and 

fundraising efforts for ALS, which now bears his name. His courage in 

battling the disease and his dedication to the sport continue to inspire 

people to face challenges with determination and grace. 

4. Lou Gehrig is remembered as one of the greatest baseball players of all 

time because of his remarkable hitting ability, impressive career statistics, 

and his role in leading the New York Yankees to multiple World Series 

championships. His character, work ethic, and sportsmanship also 

contributed to his popularity and legacy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


