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The Magic Mirror
Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1. The magic mirror in the story serves as a symbol of truth and
wisdom. It reflects the inner qualities and true nature of
individuals, emphasizing the importance of valuing inner virtues
over outward appearances. King Leon's use of the magic mirror
to reveal Malachi's true intentions demonstrates its significance
as a tool for justice and righteousness.

2. "The Magic Mirror" explores the theme of appearances versus
inner qualities by illustrating how the malevolent mirror distorts
people's perceptions. The tale teaches the lesson that true
virtues and character should be valued over superficial qualities.
The malevolent mirror serves as a cautionary example of how
focusing solely on outward appearances can lead to discord
and chaos.

3. King Leon's character evolves throughout the story as he initially
falls victim to the malevolent mirror's curse but ultimately seeks
guidance from the wise sage, Seraphina. Her counsel and his use
of the magic mirror to discover the truth demonstrate his wisdom
and leadership qualities. King Leon transforms from a ruler
influenced by appearances to one who values inner virtues and
restores harmony to the kingdom.

4. The moral of the story is that one should see beyond outward
appearances and value inner qualities. "The Magic Mirror"
emphasizes the importance of truth and wisdom in making
judgments about others and promotes the idea that true
character should be treasured above all else. The story
underscores the destructive nature of superficial judgments and
the importance of inner virtues in creating harmony and justice.
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