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The Magical Acorn 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The story underscores the theme of the connection between 
humans and nature by illustrating Lily's ability to communicate 
with animals and plants. Her experiences emphasize the idea 
that humans are an integral part of the natural world and should 
work in harmony with it. The lessons from Lily's journey encourage 
readers to appreciate and protect the environment, as well as 
nurture a sense of responsibility toward nature. 

2. Lily's character development is evident through her growing 
curiosity and love for nature. Her newfound abilities allowed her 
to deepen her connection with the natural world, transforming 
her from a curious explorer into a responsible guardian of the 
forest. She used her gifts to educate her village and make a 
positive impact on her surroundings. 

3. The ancient oak tree symbolizes the heart of the forest and the 
importance of preserving nature. It represents the wisdom and 
resilience of the natural world. Over time, the villagers' attitudes 
toward the tree changed from indifference to reverence, 
highlighting the transformative power of understanding and 
connection with nature. 

4. The magical acorn's glow and enchanting light serve as a source 
of wonder and awe toward the natural world. They enhance the 
story's sense of magic and convey the idea that nature is full of 
hidden beauty and mysteries waiting to be discovered. The glow 
symbolizes the extraordinary gifts that nature can bestow upon 
those who respect and protect it. 

 

 

 

 


