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Magna Carta: The Great Charter of Rights 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The Magna Carta introduced key provisions that limited 

monarchical power, including the protection of Church rights, 

fair taxation, due process of law, and the protection of 

inheritance rights. These provisions shifted the balance of power 

and established the idea that the king was subject to the law, 

laying the groundwork for constitutional monarchy. 

2. The legacy of the Magna Carta in modern times is seen in its 

influence on constitutional rights, such as those enshrined in the 

United States Constitution and the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights. It continues to symbolize the struggle for freedom, 

justice, and the rule of law. 

3. The Magna Carta played a pivotal role in shaping English 

common law and influenced legal systems worldwide by 

introducing principles of justice, equality, and the rule of law. It 

served as a model for the development of legal systems that 

valued individual rights and due process. 

4. As a noble during the early 13th century in England, my 

motivations for supporting the rebellion were rooted in a desire 

to limit the oppressive rule of King John and secure greater rights 

and protections for the nobility and the realm. The Magna Carta 

was crucial in achieving these goals, as it established principles 

that would protect our rights and limit the king's authority. 

 


