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René Magritte: The Surreal World of Mystery and Imagination 
Short Answer Key 

1. "The Treachery of Images" challenges the viewer's perception by featuring 

a pipe and the text "Ceci n'est pas une pipe" (This is not a pipe). It signifies 

that the image of a pipe is not an actual pipe but a representation of one. 

This concept highlights the distinction between an object and its image, 

inviting viewers to contemplate the nature of representation in art. 

2. René Magritte often painted everyday objects such as apples, bowler hats, 

and clouds in unusual and thought-provoking ways. These objects are 

portrayed with a surreal twist, challenging viewers to see them in a new light 

and prompting them to question the ordinary. 

3. "The Son of Man" evokes feelings of curiosity and intrigue due to its 

mysterious nature. The hovering green apple obscuring the man's face 

creates ambiguity and invites viewers to interpret its meaning. The artwork 

remains famous because it captures the essence of Surrealism, 

encouraging viewers to explore the boundaries between reality and 

illusion. 

4. René Magritte's experiences during World War I, particularly his service as a 

soldier, influenced his art and perspective. The trauma of war and 

witnessing the irrationality of human conflict fueled his desire to challenge 

the conventional understanding of reality in his art. 

5. René Magritte's legacy lies in his ability to challenge conventional 

perceptions of reality and create thought-provoking artworks. His impact 

on Surrealism and the broader art world continues to inspire artists to 

explore the depths of imagination, dreams, and the subconscious. 

 

 

 


