
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

The Declaration of Independence: Unveiling Its Main Purpose 
Short Answer Key 

1. The three natural rights emphasized in the Declaration of 
Independence are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 

2. The Declaration of Independence played a crucial role in 
inspiring and mobilizing support for the American Revolution. Its 
principles resonated with colonists and those fighting for 
independence, reminding them of the values for which they 
were fighting and the vision of a nation founded on liberty and 
justice. 

3. The Declaration of Independence listed grievances against King 
George III to provide a compelling argument for independence. 
It detailed how the British monarch had violated the rights and 
liberties of the colonists, justifying their decision to break away 
from British rule. 

4. Government by consent, as highlighted in the Declaration of 
Independence, is the idea that legitimate governments derive 
their authority from the consent of the governed. It underscores 
the principle that people have the right to choose their leaders 
and that those leaders should govern with the consent and in 
the best interests of the governed. 

5. The Declaration of Independence has become a symbol of 
freedom and democracy beyond the United States because of 
its enduring message of liberty, equality, and the pursuit of 
happiness. Its principles have inspired individuals and 
movements dedicated to the cause of human rights and self-
determination worldwide. 

 

 

 

 


