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Cracks in the Foundation: Major Weaknesses 
of the Articles of Confederation 
Once upon a time in the early days of the United 
States, a document known as the Articles of 
Confederation governed the young nation. This 
document was the first attempt at a constitution for 
the United States, and while it had some strengths, it 
also had significant weaknesses that challenged the 
stability and effectiveness of the government. 

Weak Central Government 

One of the most glaring weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation was the 
establishment of a weak central government. The Founding Fathers, fresh from 
their fight for independence from British rule, were wary of creating another 
strong, potentially oppressive government. As a result, they created a central 
government that had very limited powers. 

Lack of Taxing Authority 

Perhaps the most crippling flaw of the Articles of Confederation was the 
government's inability to levy taxes on its citizens. The central government 
depended on voluntary contributions from the states, which often fell far short of 
the funds needed to operate effectively. This financial instability plagued the 
nation during this time. 

No Executive Branch 

Unlike the current U.S. government with a President who holds executive authority, 
the Articles of Confederation did not establish an executive branch. There was no 
single leader to enforce the laws passed by Congress or to make important 
decisions on behalf of the nation. 

Inflexible Amendment Process 

Another major weakness was the process for amending the Articles of 
Confederation. Any changes or amendments required unanimous approval from 
all thirteen states, making it nearly impossible to adapt to changing needs. This 
inflexibility hindered the government's ability to address emerging issues 
effectively. 
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Lack of National Currency 

Under the Articles of Confederation, there was no national currency. Each state 
had its own currency, and this lack of a unified currency system created 
economic chaos and made trade between states cumbersome. 

No Regulation of Interstate Commerce 

The central government had no authority to regulate trade between the states. 
This lack of control over commerce led to disputes, trade barriers, and economic 
instability, further highlighting the weaknesses of the Articles. 

No Federal Courts 

The Articles of Confederation did not establish a federal court system. Disputes 
between states or between citizens of different states were left to state courts, 
which sometimes led to conflicting decisions and legal chaos. 

Inadequate National Defense 

Although the central government could declare war, it had difficulty maintaining 
a strong national defense. It relied on state militias, which were often poorly 
trained and equipped, leaving the nation vulnerable to threats. 

While the Articles of Confederation had some positive aspects, such as preserving 
state sovereignty and preventing the concentration of power in a central 
government, their weaknesses were evident. The challenges posed by these 
weaknesses eventually led to the creation of the United States Constitution, which 
established a stronger and more effective federal government that addressed 
the shortcomings of the Articles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


