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Street Heat: The Rise of T.J. Malone 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. T.J. earns a reputation in his neighborhood by being resourceful 
and finding ways to make money. He is known as the go-to kid 
because he can get things done efficiently and effectively. His 
resourcefulness sets him apart and makes him valuable in his 
community. 

2. The abandoned underground club undergoes a transformation 
into "Street Heat" as T.J. and his crew clean, renovate, and turn 
it into the hottest spot in Brooklyn. It becomes a hub for young 
talents, fostering creativity and providing a platform for artists to 
showcase their skills. "Street Heat" signifies their ambition and the 
power of community in pursuing their dreams. 

3. One specific challenge T.J. and his crew face as "Street Heat" 
becomes popular is dealing with rival club owners and 
neighborhood gangs who want to control their territory and 
profit from their success. This challenge tests their ability to 
protect their turf while maintaining the creative spirit of their club. 

4. Rival club owners and neighborhood gangs impact T.J. and his 
crew's operations by posing threats and challenges to their 
business. They must navigate these conflicts while striving to keep 
"Street Heat" a safe and vibrant space for artists and performers. 

5. T.J. and his friends exhibit values such as resourcefulness, 
creativity, determination, and loyalty throughout the story. They 
are resourceful in finding opportunities, creative in their problem-
solving, determined to succeed, and loyal to each other as they 
face challenges together. These qualities contribute to their 
resilience and success in the urban jungle. 

 

 

 

 


