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Man Ray: The Surrealist Visionary 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Answers will vary based on individual interpretations. Students 
may describe the surreal and dreamlike quality of "Le Violon 
d'Ingres" and discuss how the incorporation of violin f-holes onto 
the woman's back challenges traditional representations of the 
human body. 

2. Man Ray's experiments with solarization and photograms 
created photographs with unusual tonal qualities and 
unexpected visual effects. For example, solarization partially 
reverses the tones in a photograph, resulting in surreal and 
dreamlike images. Photograms, on the other hand, involve 
placing objects directly onto photographic paper and exposing 
them to light, creating abstract compositions. 

3. Man Ray's assemblage art challenged conventional 
understandings of everyday objects by assembling them in 
unexpected and surreal ways. For instance, his "objects of art" 
combined unrelated objects to create new meanings and 
evoke emotions. One example is "Indestructible Object (or 
Object to Be Destroyed)," which featured a metronome with a 
photograph of an eye attached. 

4. Man Ray's artistic contributions, particularly in the field of 
photography, have had a lasting impact on contemporary 
photographers. His pioneering techniques in solarization, 
photograms, and abstract photography continue to influence 
photographers who seek to experiment with unconventional 
methods and create unique visual experiences. 

 

 

 

 


