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Bold Strokes of Creativity: Édouard Manet's Artistic Journey 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. "Luncheon on the Grass" and "Olympia" by Édouard Manet are significant in the 
context of art history because they challenged societal norms and artistic 
conventions of their time. "Luncheon on the Grass" depicted a nude woman 
sitting alongside clothed men in a public park, which was unconventional and 
controversial. It challenged the traditional portrayal of nudes in art, as the 
woman maintained direct eye contact with the viewer, further unsettling 
viewers. "Olympia" continued this trend by portraying a nude woman gazing 
directly at the viewer, challenging notions of modesty and idealized beauty. 
Both paintings challenged societal norms of the time and sparked debates 
about the role of art in society, making them pivotal in the transition from 
traditional to modern art. 

2. Édouard Manet's artistic style underwent a significant evolution over his career. In 
his early works, he was influenced by Spanish painters like Diego Velázquez and 
Francisco Goya. This influence is evident in his use of dark tones, bold brushwork, 
and a focus on contemporary subjects. However, as Manet progressed, he 
moved away from the influence of Spanish painters and developed a style that 
became a bridge between traditional and modern art. In his later years, he was 
inspired by the emerging Impressionist movement, which encouraged capturing 
the effects of light and atmosphere. His brushwork became looser, and he 
adopted brighter colors, evident in works like "Bar at the Folies-Bergère." This 
evolution showcases Manet's ability to adapt and innovate within the changing 
art landscape. 

3. Édouard Manet made significant contributions to contemporary art by capturing 
scenes of Parisian life and everyday subjects in his paintings. Unlike many artists of 
his time who focused on historical or idealized subjects, Manet painted everyday 
scenes, including cafes, theaters, and urban streets. This approach marked a 
departure from traditional art and a shift towards portraying modern life. Manet's 
willingness to depict contemporary subjects and challenge conventional norms 
influenced the development of contemporary art. He paved the way for future 
artists to explore the ordinary and the fleeting moments of everyday life, which 
became central themes in modern art. 

4. Édouard Manet's refusal to conform to traditional norms and his commitment to 
artistic innovation left a lasting impact on the art world. He challenged 
established conventions by daring to paint controversial subjects and using bold 
techniques. This defiance opened the door for other artists to break free from the 
constraints of academic art and explore new artistic avenues. Manet's 
willingness to push boundaries paved the way for the Impressionist movement, 
which revolutionized art by focusing on capturing the effects of light and 
atmosphere. His legacy continues to inspire artists to think creatively, challenge 
norms, and innovate in their art, ensuring that his impact on the art world 
endures. 


