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The Manson Family Murders: A Dark Chapter in True Crime History 
Open-Ended Response Questions 

1. How did Charles Manson manipulate his followers into participating in the 
murders, and what tactics did he use to maintain control over them? 

 

2. Describe the events that took place at the Tate residence on the night of the 
murders and the aftermath of the crime scene. 

 

3. What was Charles Manson's belief about "Helter Skelter," and how did he 
convince his followers to commit the murders to incite this supposed race war? 

 

4. Why did the Manson Family trial attract such extensive media attention, and 
what were some of the notable behaviors exhibited by Manson and his 
followers during the trial? 

 

5. Why do the Manson Family Murders continue to fascinate the public, and what 
lessons can be learned from this dark chapter in American history? 

 

 


