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Martin Brodeur: A Legendary Hockey Career 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Martin Brodeur's record for the most career regular-season wins by a 
goaltender is significant because it reflects his remarkable impact on the 
goaltending position in hockey. This record not only signifies his personal 
success but also underscores his consistency, longevity, and excellence in 
a demanding position. Brodeur's style of play, which involved active puck-
handling and helping in breakouts, reshaped the expectations of what a 
modern goaltender could contribute to a team's success. His record serves 
as a testament to his influence on the game, inspiring future generations of 
goaltenders to develop similar skills and be more involved in the play. 

2. Martin Brodeur's three Stanley Cup championships with the New Jersey 
Devils are pivotal in his career and legacy. These championships not only 
solidified his status as one of the greatest goaltenders but also validated his 
ability to perform at the highest level during the playoffs. They showcase his 
clutch performances and leadership, proving that he could deliver 
championships to his team. These victories are an integral part of his legacy, 
emphasizing his impact on the game and his contributions to the success 
of the Devils. 

3. Martin Brodeur's unique playing style, particularly his exceptional puck-
handling skills, had a lasting influence on the goaltending position in 
hockey. His ability to act as a "third defenseman" by actively playing the 
puck and assisting in breakouts changed the way goaltenders 
approached their role on the ice. Brodeur's style emphasized the 
importance of a goaltender's involvement in team play beyond just 
stopping shots. It encouraged future goaltenders to develop their puck-
handling abilities and become more versatile players. As a result, his legacy 
is seen in the modern goaltenders who incorporate similar skills into their 
game. 

4. Martin Brodeur's father, Denis Brodeur, played a significant role in his early 
involvement and development in hockey. As a sports photographer and 
former goaltender himself, Denis exposed Martin to the sport from a young 
age. He provided guidance, support, and love for the game, instilling a 
deep passion for hockey in his son. Denis's experience and expertise served 
as a valuable resource for Martin's development, helping him hone his 
goaltending skills and navigate the challenges of pursuing a career in 
hockey. Denis's influence on Martin's journey to becoming an NHL legend 
is a testament to the role parents and mentors play in nurturing young 
talent. 

 

 


