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The Merry Tale of the Mary Rose: A Tudor Warship's Resurfacing 
Adventure 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The Mary Rose was a significant warship during the Tudor era, 

built to protect English coastlines and defend against invaders. 

Her towering masts and powerful cannons made her a 

formidable presence in naval warfare. 

2. As a diver who discovered the Mary Rose wreck, one might have 

experienced a mix of excitement, awe, and responsibility. The 

challenges could include navigating the underwater 

environment, dealing with the complexity of the ship's structure, 

and ensuring the preservation of artifacts during recovery. 

3. The conservation efforts for the Mary Rose involved carefully 

raising the ship from the seabed, stabilizing and preserving the 

wooden remains, and conducting research to understand the 

ship's history and crew. The process also included the removal of 

salt from the wood to prevent further decay. 

4. Preserving historical artifacts and shipwrecks like the Mary Rose 

is crucial because they offer insights into the past, help us 

understand our history, and allow future generations to connect 

with their heritage. These artifacts serve as windows into bygone 

eras and the lives of those who came before us. 

 

 


