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The Mysterious Masquerade Ball 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Before the lights went out, the atmosphere was filled with 
excitement, and the ballroom was adorned with twinkling lights 
and elegant decorations. Afterward, it turned chaotic and dark, 
causing panic and confusion among the guests. The 
transformation from a joyful celebration to a suspenseful mystery 
created an atmosphere of intrigue. 

2. The magician may have stolen the trophy to showcase his sleight 
of hand skills and prove himself as the ultimate showman. The 
actress may have wanted the attention and recognition that 
winning the trophy would bring, as it could boost her career. The 
fortune teller's motives remained cryptic, but it's possible that 
they wanted to create chaos and uncertainty at the ball to fulfill 
a mysterious agenda. 

3. The fortune teller's cryptic predictions added an element of 
uncertainty to the investigation because they could be 
interpreted in various ways. This made it challenging to discern 
their true meaning and whether they were connected to the 
trophy's disappearance. The fortune teller's presence added an 
enigmatic layer to the mystery, as their predictions were open to 
interpretation and could have misled the guests and detective. 

4. Max Midnight's success as a detective in solving the trophy theft 
can be attributed to his keen observation skills, his ability to 
gather and analyze information from the guests, and his 
determination to uncover the truth. His calm and methodical 
approach to questioning suspects and examining alibis helped 
him narrow down the list of suspects and ultimately solve the 
mystery. Additionally, Max Midnight's experience as a detective 
and his dedication to solving the case played a crucial role in his 
success. 

 


