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Mastering the Light: The Best Lighting for Indoor and Outdoor 
Photography 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. To achieve a well-lit and flattering portrait indoors using both window light 
and artificial lighting, I would consider the following: 

• Position the subject near a window to benefit from soft window light, 
ensuring it falls evenly on the subject's face. 

• Use artificial lighting, such as softboxes or continuous lights, 
strategically to fill in shadows and add highlights. These lights should 
complement the window light, not overpower it. 

• Adjust the color temperature of the artificial lighting to match the 
natural light, ensuring a harmonious look. 

• Consider the subject's position and the desired mood of the portrait. 
Experiment with the placement of the lights and reflectors to achieve 
the desired level of dimension and depth. For instance, placing a 
reflector opposite the window can help fill in shadows on the 
subject's face, creating a well-balanced and flattering portrait. 

2. The "golden hour" in outdoor photography, which occurs during the first 
hour after sunrise and the last hour before sunset, is considered ideal for 
several reasons: 

• Soft and Warm Light: During this time, the sun's angle creates soft, 
warm, and diffused lighting, which reduces harsh shadows and 
highlights, resulting in even, flattering illumination. 

• Low Angle: The sun is positioned low on the horizon, casting long and 
appealing shadows that add depth and dimension to landscapes 
and portraits. 

• Reduced Glare: The low angle of the sun reduces glare, making it 
easier to capture details and textures in subjects and scenes. 

• Warm Color Temperature: The golden hour's warm color temperature 
enhances the overall mood of photos, giving them a warm and 
inviting feel. 

• Stunning Landscapes: The unique lighting conditions during the 
golden hour transform landscapes into breathtaking scenes, with 
rich, vibrant colors and a sense of tranquility. 
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3. Backlighting in outdoor photography can create a compelling and visually 
striking image in various scenarios. For instance, when photographing a 
person or object with the sun or another strong light source behind them, 
the subject becomes silhouetted against the bright background. This 
technique emphasizes the subject's shape and outlines while creating a 
halo effect or rim lighting around the edges. To make the most of 
backlighting, you can: 

• Position the subject between you and the light source. 
• Use a narrow aperture (high f-number) to maintain detail in the 

subject's silhouette. 
• Adjust exposure settings to achieve the desired level of backlighting 

and silhouette effect. 
• Capture the subject's outline and any interesting shapes or textures 

created by the backlight. 
4. The color temperature of artificial lighting in indoor photography plays a 

crucial role in setting the mood and aesthetics of your photos. For example, 
using lower Kelvin values (warm light) ranging from 2700K to 3500K can 
create a cozy and inviting atmosphere, making it suitable for interior shots, 
portraits, or scenes that require a warm ambiance. On the other hand, 
higher Kelvin values (cool light) between 5000K and 6500K produce a 
cooler, bluish light that can convey a modern and crisp look. However, it's 
essential to carefully consider the desired mood and correct for color casts 
when using cool lighting to avoid unwanted blue or green tints on your 
subjects. The choice of color temperature can significantly impact the 
overall feel and storytelling of your indoor photographs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


