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Max Ernst: The Surrealist Innovator 
Short Answer Key 

1. The Surrealist movement aimed to explore the realm of dreams, 
the unconscious mind, and the irrational. Max Ernst's art 
contributed to these goals through his innovative techniques, 
such as frottage and grattage, which allowed for the creation 
of dreamlike and irrational images. 

2. Frottage involved rubbing pencil or charcoal over textured 
surfaces, creating abstract and unexpected images. Grattage 
involved scraping wet paint from a canvas, revealing hidden 
forms and textures beneath. 

3. Collage and assemblage were significant in Max Ernst's artistic 
practice as they allowed him to combine found objects, 
photographs, and other materials to create surreal and thought-
provoking compositions. These techniques enabled him to 
construct strange and hybrid creatures and explore the depths 
of the unconscious mind. 

4. "The Elephant Celebes" is a Surrealist painting by Max Ernst known 
for its dreamlike quality. It features a bizarre and enigmatic 
composition with abstract and symbolic elements, challenging 
viewers to interpret its meaning. The significance lies in its ability 
to evoke a sense of mystery and curiosity. 

5. Max Ernst's legacy in the world of modern art is characterized by 
his groundbreaking contributions to Surrealism. His innovative 
techniques and willingness to explore the depths of the 
unconscious mind greatly influenced the Surrealist movement 
and contemporary art. His works continue to be celebrated for 
their dreamlike and enigmatic qualities. 

 

 

 


