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Maycomb: A Window into the World of 'To Kill a Mockingbird' 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The setting of Maycomb, Alabama, influences the characters' 

attitudes and behaviors by exposing the racial prejudices 

deeply rooted in the town. Characters like Atticus Finch and Tom 

Robinson are affected by these attitudes, highlighting the theme 

of racism in the story. 

2. Maycomb's setting reflects the complexities of Southern society 

during the 1930s by juxtaposing Southern hospitality and 

traditions with deep-seated racism. For example, Miss Maudie 

Atkinson represents kindness, while the racial segregation in 

schools and the trial of Tom Robinson showcase the town's 

divisions. 

3. The Radley Place symbolizes mystery and fear in the novel. It 

represents the unknown and challenges the characters' 

curiosity. Boo Radley's presence within adds to its enigmatic 

aura, impacting the characters and the plot. 

4. The courthouse and the jail in "To Kill a Mockingbird" serve as 

physical locations for key events and symbolize justice and 

prejudice, respectively. The courthouse represents the pursuit of 

justice in Tom Robinson's trial, while the jail represents the racial 

prejudice and violence faced by African Americans in 

Maycomb. 

 

 


