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Media & Presidents 
The media plays a big role in how people 
view the president and the executive 
branch. Through television, newspapers, 
radio, and social media, the public learns 
about the president’s actions, decisions, 
and speeches. However, different news 
sources may present information in different 
ways, influencing how people feel about 
the president and government leadership. 

How Media Shapes Opinions 
A long time ago, people got most of their 
news from newspapers. Reporters wrote 

about the president’s speeches and decisions. Sometimes, newspapers supported or 
criticized presidents based on their own opinions. 

When radio and television became popular, presidents could speak directly to the 
public. Franklin D. Roosevelt used radio talks, called Fireside Chats, to explain his plans 
to Americans. People felt like he was speaking to them personally, which helped 
many trust him. 

In the modern era, social media and the internet allow people to read news quickly 
and share their thoughts. Presidents now use social media to connect with citizens, 
but this also means that false information can spread easily. 

Positive and Negative Effects 
The media can help presidents by sharing important news, showing their speeches, 
and explaining their ideas. However, the media can also hurt presidents by focusing 
on mistakes, spreading rumors, or making small issues seem like big problems. 

Different news channels and websites sometimes report the same event in different 
ways. One channel might say the president is doing a great job, while another might 
say the opposite. This can make it hard for people to know what to believe. 

Why It Matters 
The way the media presents the executive branch affects how people vote and 
whether they trust the government. Learning to question sources and check facts 
helps people understand what is true and what is opinion. 

Even though the media can be powerful, citizens have the responsibility to think for 
themselves. Understanding different viewpoints helps people make informed 
decisions about their leaders and their government. 


