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Medieval Castles: Fortresses of the Past 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Medieval castles served as both fortresses for protection against 

external threats and residences for nobility. This dual role 

influenced their design, with inner chambers for living and 

defensive features for protection. 

2. Medieval castles symbolized the power and prestige of the ruling 

elite. Their imposing presence and formidable construction 

served as symbols of authority and control. 

3. As a medieval lord overseeing the construction of a castle, I 

would face challenges such as selecting a defensible location, 

sourcing materials, and managing skilled labor. Decisions about 

layout and defensive features would also be crucial. 

4. Living in a medieval castle as a noble, daily life would include 

residing in the inner chambers, participating in governance, and 

enjoying amenities like grand halls and gardens. My role would 

involve overseeing local affairs and ensuring the security of the 

fortress. 

 

 


