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The Power of Faith: How the Catholic Church Shaped Medieval Europe 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Thomas Aquinas was a medieval scholar who sought to 

reconcile faith and reason. He made significant contributions to 

philosophy and theology by integrating the teachings of Aristotle 

with Christian doctrine, emphasizing the importance of reason in 

understanding religious truths. 

2. Cathedrals and church artworks served as powerful tools for 

conveying religious messages to illiterate medieval populations. 

Stained glass windows, frescoes, and sculptures depicted 

biblical stories, saints, and religious symbols, helping people 

visualize and connect with their faith. 

3. The Catholic Church's moral authority influenced the resolution 

of disputes by providing a code of ethics and principles for just 

behavior. It also played a role in matters of law and justice by 

offering guidance and serving as a moral compass for rulers and 

legal authorities. 

4. Monastic orders like the Benedictines and Franciscans played 

significant roles in medieval society. The Benedictines focused 

on education, preserving knowledge, and providing hospitality, 

while the Franciscans emphasized poverty, charity, and care for 

the less fortunate. Both orders contributed to the welfare and 

spiritual well-being of their communities in distinct ways. 

 

 


