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Perseus and the Gorgon: The Myth of Medusa's Defeat
Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1. Divine assistance played a crucial role in Perseus's quest. Athena
provided him with the polished shield, Hermes gave him winged
sandals, and Hades lent him a helmet of invisibility. These divine
gifts helped him overcome the challenges he faced and defeat
Medusa.

2. Perseus displayed qualities of bravery, determination, and
resourcefulness. He undertook a dangerous quest to save his
mother, faced terrifying challenges, and successfully defeated
Medusa. His actions and heroism are what make him a hero in
this myth.

3. The defeat of Medusa freed Perseus from the tyrannical rule of
King Polydectes and saved his mother from an unwanted
marriage. It also turned the king and his courtiers into stone
statues, bringing justice to the situation.

4. The myth of Perseus and Medusa teaches us about the
importance of bravery, resourcefulness, and the wilingness to
confront and overcome challenges. It also emphasizes the idea
that even seemingly impossible tasks can be accomplished with

the help of allies and divine aid.
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