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New Jersey's Melting Pot: Understanding the Diversity of the Garden 
State 
Short Answer Key 

1. Immigration has played a significant role in shaping New Jersey's 
population and culture. In the 19th and early 20th centuries, 
immigrants from Europe, including Italy, Ireland, Germany, and 
Poland, arrived in search of new opportunities. Their diverse 
backgrounds contributed to the state's rich cultural mosaic. 

2. Two cultural festivals or celebrations held in New Jersey that 
showcase its diversity are the Portugal Day Festival and Diwali 
celebrations. The Portugal Day Festival celebrates Portuguese 
music, food, and traditions, while Diwali celebrations mark the 
Hindu festival of lights, emphasizing cultural heritage and unity. 

3. New Jersey's educational system embraces diversity by offering 
curricula that promote cultural understanding. Students have 
opportunities to learn about various cultures and traditions 
through inclusive education, encouraging respect for diversity. 

4. Immigrant communities in New Jersey contribute to local 
economies by establishing businesses and supporting economic 
growth. Their entrepreneurial spirit adds vibrancy to communities 
and helps create job opportunities. 

5. New Jersey's diverse population results in a multitude of 
languages spoken in the state. While English is the primary 
language, Spanish, Chinese, Tagalog, and various Indian 
languages are also spoken, reflecting the cultural diversity of the 
population. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


