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Michael Jackson: The King of Pop 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Michael Jackson's career began as a child with the Jackson 5, 
where he showcased his remarkable talent as a singer and 
dancer. His contributions to the group included his lead vocals 
and charismatic stage presence. This early success set the stage 
for his solo career, as his talent was evident from a young age. 

2. The moonwalk, introduced by Michael Jackson in 1983 during a 
performance of "Billie Jean," had a lasting impact on dance and 
popular culture. It became an iconic dance move, admired for 
its smooth and illusionary quality. Michael's innovative dance 
moves, including the moonwalk, revolutionized the way artists 
incorporate choreography into their performances, influencing 
subsequent generations of dancers and entertainers. 

3. "Thriller" is not only one of the best-selling albums in history but 
also a cultural phenomenon. Its influence on the music industry 
was profound, as it combined catchy pop tunes with 
groundbreaking music videos. The album's music videos, 
especially the one for "Thriller," set new standards for creativity 
and storytelling in music videos, paving the way for future artists 
to create cinematic visuals alongside their music. "Thriller" 
continues to be celebrated as a timeless masterpiece, 
showcasing Michael Jackson's versatility and innovation. 

4. One enduring aspect of Michael Jackson's legacy is his influence 
on dance, fashion, and music. His innovative dance moves, such 
as the moonwalk, and his iconic fashion choices, like the red 
leather jacket from "Thriller," continue to inspire artists and 
entertainers. His music transcends generations, and his impact 
on the entertainment industry remains unparalleled. Michael 
Jackson's ability to connect with audiences through his music, 
dance, and philanthropic efforts has left a lasting mark on the 
world. 


