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Microsoft: Empowering the Digital World 
Microsoft is a name that has become synonymous with 
personal computing and technology. From its humble 
beginnings to its current status as a global tech giant, 
Microsoft's journey is a fascinating one. In this reading 
passage, we'll delve into the business, history, and 
modern market of Microsoft. 

The Birth of Microsoft 

Microsoft was founded in 1975 by two young visionaries, Bill Gates and Paul Allen. 
Their mission was to make personal computing accessible to everyone. The 
company's first major success came in 1980 when they signed a contract with IBM 
to provide an operating system for their first personal computer. 

The Rise of Windows 

In 1985, Microsoft released Windows 1.0, a graphical user interface that 
revolutionized the way people interacted with computers. This marked the 
beginning of Microsoft's dominance in the operating system market. Over the 
years, Windows evolved through versions like Windows 95, Windows XP, and 
Windows 7, becoming a household name. 

Microsoft Office 

Another milestone was the introduction of Microsoft Office in 1989. This suite of 
productivity software included programs like Word, Excel, and PowerPoint, which 
quickly became essential tools for businesses and individuals alike. 

Internet Explorer and the Browser Wars 

During the late 1990s, Microsoft engaged in the "Browser Wars" with Netscape, 
another web browser company. Microsoft's Internet Explorer eventually gained 
the upper hand and became the dominant browser. This period marked the rapid 
growth of the internet and web browsing. 

Xbox and Gaming 

In 2001, Microsoft entered the gaming console market with the Xbox. Over the 
years, the Xbox brand has become synonymous with gaming, with the Xbox 360 
and Xbox One being popular gaming platforms. Microsoft's acquisition of Mojang, 
the company behind Minecraft, further solidified its presence in the gaming 
industry. 
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Modern Microsoft 

Today, Microsoft is a technology conglomerate with a 
wide range of products and services. Some of its key 
business areas include: 

• Windows: The operating system for PCs and 
servers, including Windows 10 and Windows 
Server. 

• Office 365: The cloud-based version of Microsoft 
Office, offering collaboration tools like Teams 
and OneDrive. 

• Azure: A cloud computing platform for businesses and developers. 
• Surface: A line of hardware products including laptops, tablets, and 

interactive whiteboards. 
• LinkedIn: A professional social networking platform. 
• GitHub: A platform for software development and collaboration. 

Innovation and Artificial Intelligence 

Microsoft is at the forefront of innovation, investing in cutting-edge technologies 
like artificial intelligence (AI). It is also working on projects like HoloLens, an 
augmented reality headset, and developing AI solutions for various industries. 

Global Reach 

With a presence in over 190 countries, Microsoft serves customers and partners 
worldwide. Its products and services are used by individuals, businesses, 
governments, and educational institutions. 

Sustainability and Responsibility 

Microsoft is committed to sustainability and social responsibility. The company 
aims to become carbon negative by 2030 and has initiatives to promote digital 
inclusion and accessibility.  

 

 

 

 

 


