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The Vanishing Melodies of Midnight 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The theme of desire and nostalgia is evident in how the jazz bar 

serves as a symbol of the power of music to transport people into 

their deepest desires and memories, allowing them to reconnect 

with their pasts. It emphasizes the importance of embracing our 

desires and cherishing our memories to create understanding 

and unity. 

2. (Answer may vary) If I had access to a jazz bar of vanishing 

melodies like Hiroshi, I might want to hear a melody that 

transports me back to a moment of personal growth or self-

discovery. It would influence my understanding of my own 

desires and memories by reminding me of the experiences that 

have shaped who I am today. 

3. The suburbs of Tokyo in the story represent a place where desires, 

connections, and history converge. They serve as the backdrop 

for the transformation brought about by the jazz bar, where 

forgotten desires are rekindled, and the past finds its place in the 

present. 

4. Hiroshi's use of the jazz bar ultimately benefited the suburbs by 

promoting unity and understanding. It encouraged open 

dialogue and allowed people to connect on a deeper level, 

fostering empathy and compassion. The suburbs thrived as a 

place where forgotten desires were rekindled, and history and 

harmony converged to create a more harmonious community. 


