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Mike Portnoy: A Drumming Virtuoso's Journey
Open-Ended Response Questions

1. Discuss the significance of Mike Portnoy's departure from Dream Theater in
2010, both for his career and the band. How did this decision impact his
musical journey and the discussions it sparked among fans and musicians?

2. Mike Portnoy's drumming style in Dream Theater is known for its technical
precision and use of odd time signatures. Explain the importance of these
elements in shaping Dream Theater's unigue sound and influence in the
progressive metal genre.

3. How has Mike Portnoy's openness about his mental health challenges
contributed to broader conversations about mental health in the music
industry and among fans? Why is it important for public figures like Portnoy to
address such issues?

4. If you could attend a Mike Portnoy drumming workshop or masterclass, what
specific aspects of his drumming technique or musical approach would you
be most interested in learning, and why?
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