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Top Dogs: Exploring the Most Popular Pet Dog Breeds in the USA 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The temperament and characteristics of a dog breed can 
influence its popularity as a pet because certain breeds may be 
better suited to specific lifestyles, environments, or activities. For 
example, families may prefer breeds known for their gentle 
nature and good temperament around children, while active 
individuals may favor breeds that excel in agility or outdoor 
activities. 

2. Certain dog breeds are favored for specific roles or activities 
based on their natural abilities, temperament, and physical 
characteristics. For example, German Shepherds are often 
chosen for police work and search and rescue due to their 
intelligence, loyalty, and trainability. Similarly, breeds like Golden 
Retrievers and Labrador Retrievers are popular choices for 
therapy work due to their friendly and gentle nature. 

3. When choosing a pet dog breed, potential owners should 
consider factors such as the breed's size, energy level, grooming 
needs, temperament, and compatibility with their lifestyle and 
living situation. It's essential to research different breeds 
thoroughly and consider how their characteristics align with your 
preferences and requirements. 

4. The size of a dog breed can impact its suitability for certain living 
environments or lifestyles. For example, smaller breeds like French 
Bulldogs and Poodles may be better suited to apartment living 
or homes with limited outdoor space, while larger breeds like 
Labrador Retrievers and German Shepherds may require more 
room to roam and exercise. Additionally, the size of a dog can 
also influence factors such as grooming needs, exercise 
requirements, and compatibility with children or other pets in the 
household. 

 


