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Moth Talk: How Moths Communicate 
Moths may seem quiet and simple, but they 
have fascinating ways of communicating 
with each other. These nocturnal insects 
don’t use words or sounds like we do, but 
they rely on other forms of communication, 
such as scents, movements, and even light 
signals! 

One of the most common ways moths 
communicate is through scent. Male moths 
have large, feathery antennae that are 
designed to detect special chemicals 
called pheromones. Pheromones are 

scents released by female moths to attract males. A male moth can detect these 
pheromones from miles away, helping him locate a mate even in the dark. This is 
especially helpful because moths are most active at night, and they can’t rely on 
sight to find each other. 

Some moth species use sound to interact with others or to avoid predators. For 
example, tiger moths can make clicking sounds with their wings. These clicks can 
confuse bats, which are one of their main predators. The sounds might tell the bat, 
“I don’t taste good,” or disrupt the bat’s ability to use echolocation, making it 
harder to catch the moth. 

In addition to sounds and scents, some moths use visual displays to communicate. 
A few species of moths have bright patterns on their wings that they show when 
threatened. These patterns often look like the eyes of larger animals, such as owls, 
and can scare away predators. Another example of visual communication 
comes from fireflies, which are actually a type of glowing moth. They use flashes 
of light to signal mates and communicate with others. 

Interestingly, moths don’t communicate much once their eggs hatch. 
Caterpillars, the larval stage of moths, mostly focus on eating and growing. Their 
only real “communication” is using smells to avoid danger or signals to warn others 
of predators. 

Moth communication may be quiet, but it is effective and helps them survive. 
Whether it’s using scents to find a mate, sounds to avoid being eaten, or patterns 
to scare off predators, moths show that even small creatures have clever ways to 
connect with each other. 


