Name

Moths might not get as much attention
as butterflies, but they play a crucial role
in keeping ecosystems healthy. These
small, fluttering insects are much more
W' than just night-time visitors—they are
PR\ "% important poliinators, food sources, and
helpers in controlling plant growth.

' One of the most important roles moths
' play is as pollinators. When moths feed
on nectar, they carry pollen from one
R iy & flower to another, helping plants
reproduce Whlle bees and butterflies are more famous for pollination,
moths quietly do this job too, especially at night. Some plants, like the
yucca, even depend on specific moths to pollinate them. Without moths,
many flowers, fruits, and crops wouldn’t be able to grow.

Moths are also a key part of the food chain. Birds, bats, frogs, and even
small mammals eat moths and their caterpillars. These predators rely on
moths for energy to survive. For example, many birds feed moth caterpillars
to their chicks because they are packed with protein. By serving as a food
source, moths help keep ecosystems balanced.

In addition, moths contribute to plant control. Some moth caterpillars eat
leaves, fruits, and other plant materials. While this might seem harmful, it’s
part of nature’s way of keeping plant populations under control. However,
it’s worth noting that some moth species can become pests when their
caterpillars eat too many crops or trees.

Moths also provide clues about the health of the environment. Scientists
study moth populations to learn about changes in ecosystems. A drop in
moth numbers can signal problems like pollution or habitat loss.

Moths may seem small and ordinary, but their contributions to nature are
extraordinary. They pollinate plants, provide food for other animals, and
help ecosystems stay in balance. So, the next time you see a moth,
remember—it’s not just a bug. It’s a vital part of our world.
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