Moths may seem like solitary insects, but
8 they form interesting relationships with
other species in nature. Some of these
relationships are beneficial, while others
can be harmful. These connections fall into
| three main types: mutualism, parasitism,
" and commensalism.

One example of mutualism, where both
¥ species benefit, is between the yucca
: TN plant and the yucca moth. The yucca
moth collects pollen from the yucca flower and uses it to help the plant
reproduce. At the same time, the moth lays its eggs inside the flower, where its
caterpillars can feed on some of the seeds. This helps the yucca plant spread
its pollen, while the moth’s young get food and a safe place to grow.

In parasitism, one species benefits while the other is harmed. Some moth
caterpillars act as parasites by feeding on crops, damaging the plants in the
process. However, moths are also victims of parasitism. Tiny wasps lay their
eggs on moth caterpillars, and when the wasp larvae hatch, they feed on the
caterpillars. This can kill the caterpillar before it becomes a moth.

Commensalism is a relationship where one species benefits, and the other is
unaffected. For instance, some moths rest on tree bark or leaves to stay hidden
from predators. The tree provides shelter without being harmed or helped by
the moth. Similarly, some moths use light sources like streetlights to navigate.
While the light doesn’t benefit from the moths, it helps guide their movement.

Moths also play a role in the food chain, which connects them to many other
species. Birds, bats, and frogs rely on moths and their caterpillars for food.
Without moths, these predators would struggle to survive. In turn, moths benefit
plants by pollinating them while feeding on nectar. These indirect relationships
show how moths are part of a larger web of life.

While moths might not seem very social, their connections with plants, animals,
and even humans show how important they are to the balance of nature.
Every relationship they form helps keep ecosystems running smoothly.
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