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Elon Musk: The Space Age Pioneer 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Elon Musk's childhood passion for space and his dream of 

becoming an astronaut fueled his interest in technology and 

exploration. While he couldn't become an astronaut due to 

motion sickness, his determination to reach the stars led him to 

found companies like SpaceX and work on advancing space 

travel. 

2. Elon Musk's success with Zip2 and PayPal provided him with the 

financial resources and credibility to pursue ambitious projects 

like SpaceX and Tesla. The money he earned from these ventures 

allowed him to fund his space exploration dreams and 

revolutionize the automotive industry with electric cars. 

3. Possible answers may include his passion for exploration, his 

desire to make a positive impact on the world, and his 

unwavering belief in the potential of technology to solve 

complex problems. He is motivated by the goal of advancing 

humanity's future. 

4. Elon Musk's work has had a profound impact on society and 

technology by advancing space exploration, making electric 

cars mainstream, and pioneering innovations in transportation. 

His ventures have inspired others to think creatively and pursue 

ambitious goals in technology and beyond. 

 

 


