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The Show Must Go On 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The theme of community and unity plays a significant role in the 
story as it showcases how the small town comes together to 
support the Jones family in their time of need. The entire 
community rallies behind the family, offering their talents, time, 
and resources to save the beloved theater. This theme highlights 
the power of unity and the importance of coming together as a 
community. 

2. The Jones family's theater is important to them because it 
represents their shared dreams, passion for the arts, and a sense 
of belonging in their small town. Beyond being a building, it 
symbolizes their love for performance and the memories they've 
created together as a family. It also serves as a cultural hub for 
the community, where people come together to enjoy the 
magic of theater. 

3. Molly's determination and optimism serve as driving forces in the 
story. Her unwavering belief in saving the theater inspires her 
family and the community to work hard and put on a successful 
show. Her positive attitude and leadership are contagious, 
motivating others to join the effort to keep the theater alive. 
Molly's character embodies the idea that with determination 
and a positive outlook, challenges can be overcome. 

4. The story emphasizes the importance of following one's dreams 
and passions through the Jones family's commitment to saving 
their theater. Despite facing financial challenges and the threat 
of foreclosure, they remain dedicated to their love for the arts 
and the theater. By pursuing their dream, they not only save their 
beloved venue but also inspire others in the community to 
embrace their own passions and talents. 

 

 


