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The Mysterious Benefactor 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The Secret Samaritan's decision to remain anonymous affected 

people's perceptions because anonymity can sometimes raise 

suspicions when people are genuinely generous. Anonymity can 

make people wonder if there are hidden agendas or if the 

person is seeking attention in a different way. This story highlights 

the importance of not jumping to conclusions and considering 

the possibility of genuine kindness behind anonymity. 

2. The Secret Samaritan's donation exemplified kindness and 

selflessness by providing substantial support to the struggling 

hospital without seeking recognition. Mr. Thomas's true identity 

revealed these qualities, showing that his motive was solely to 

repay the hospital for saving his life, without any desire for fame 

or influence. 

3. This story teaches us the importance of not making assumptions 

about people's intentions and highlights the potential for 

goodness in unexpected places. It reminds us that acts of 

generosity can come from pure motives, even when the donors 

choose to remain anonymous. 

4. In real life, misunderstandings about motives can occur when 

people misinterpret actions or decisions. These situations often 

require open communication and a willingness to listen and 

understand each other's perspectives to clarify intentions and 

build trust. 


