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Mysterious Codes 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Cryptography and codebreaking play a crucial role in 

espionage by allowing intelligence agencies to protect their 

secrets and decipher the secrets of their adversaries. 

Codebreaking is essential for intelligence gathering as it enables 

the decoding of intercepted messages, uncovering enemy 

plans, and ensuring national security. 

2. Essential qualities and skills for a codebreaker like Agent Carter 

include intelligence, perseverance, attention to detail, problem-

solving abilities, adaptability, and intuition. They must have a 

deep understanding of cryptography and be able to think 

creatively to decipher complex codes. 

3. Pressure and urgency in the story create suspense by 

emphasizing the high stakes and the need for swift action. The 

ticking clock adds tension as readers are kept on edge, 

wondering if Agent Carter will decipher the codes in time to 

prevent disaster. This engagement keeps the reader invested in 

the outcome. 

4. Agent Carter's heroism is evident through his determination to 

decipher the codes and prevent a terrorist attack. His expertise 

and unwavering commitment to the mission make him a hero, 

as he puts his skills to use to protect innocent lives and ensure 

national security. 

 


