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The Mysterious Key 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Sarah was fascinated by old and forgotten things because they 

held a sense of mystery and the possibility of uncovering hidden 

stories. She was motivated to explore further when she found the 

mysterious key because it symbolized a mystery waiting to be 

solved, and she had a strong desire to uncover its purpose. 

2. Sarah's determination and investigative efforts led her to 

uncover the key's purpose by researching the town's history and 

consulting Mr. Thompson, who provided crucial information 

about the key's resemblance to those used in the town's first 

bank. 

3. The discovery of the forgotten letters, diaries, and photographs 

in the vault meant that Sarah and the townspeople of 

Willowbrook were connected to their town's history and the lives 

of its residents from the past. It offered a glimpse into their 

ancestors' experiences, dreams, and challenges, fostering a 

sense of connection and identity. 

4. Sarah's discovery changed her perspective by emphasizing the 

value of history and community. It made her realize that the 

greatest treasures are often the stories and memories that 

connect us to our past, and it deepened her sense of belonging 

in Willowbrook. She understood that her town's history was a part 

of her own story. 

 


