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Slam Dunking Through History: The National Basketball Association 
(NBA) 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The NBA has evolved significantly in terms of diversity and global 

representation. Today, the league features players from various countries, 

making it a truly international sport. This diversity is significant because it 

promotes cultural exchange, broadens the league's fan base, and 

showcases the universal appeal of basketball. 

2. Michael Jordan's impact on the NBA was immense. His extraordinary talent, 

work ethic, and competitiveness not only led the Chicago Bulls to multiple 

championships but also made him a global icon. Jordan's influence 

extended beyond basketball, as he helped popularize the sport worldwide 

and inspired a new generation of athletes. 

3. Dominant NBA teams like the Boston Celtics and Chicago Bulls succeeded 

due to a combination of teamwork, exceptional coaching, and strong 

leadership. Coaches like Red Auerbach and Phil Jackson instilled a winning 

mentality, while players like Bill Russell and Michael Jordan led by example 

on and off the court. Team chemistry and trust were key to their success. 

4. Qualities that make a basketball player an icon in the NBA include skill, 

dedication, sportsmanship, leadership, and the ability to perform under 

pressure. My favorite NBA player is LeBron James because he embodies 

these qualities, consistently demonstrates excellence, and uses his platform 

to make a positive impact off the court. 


