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Nas: The Rhyme Master of Hip-Hop 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. "Illmatic" had a profound impact on the hip-hop genre and Nas's career. 

This album is often regarded as one of the greatest hip-hop albums of all 

time, and it showcased Nas's exceptional lyrical skills and storytelling ability. 

It solidified his reputation as a formidable lyricist and storyteller, earning him 

critical acclaim and respect in the industry. Its influence can still be seen in 

the work of many hip-hop artists who followed him. 

2. Nas's activism and advocacy for social and political causes align with the 

themes in his music, as both focus on addressing issues such as racial 

inequality, police brutality, and the struggles of marginalized communities. 

He has used his music as a powerful tool to raise awareness about these 

issues, bringing them to the forefront of discussions. By incorporating these 

themes into his lyrics, Nas has prompted meaningful conversations and 

encouraged listeners to reflect on societal challenges. 

3. Nas's enduring legacy in hip-hop is characterized by his storytelling prowess, 

lyrical dexterity, and his ability to capture the essence of life in urban 

America. Aspiring artists can learn valuable lessons from his career, 

including the importance of authenticity in storytelling, the power of using 

music as a platform for social change, and the significance of maintaining 

artistic integrity throughout one's career. Nas's ability to connect with 

audiences through his lyrics and address pressing issues serves as an 

inspirational example for future artists. 

4. Questions for an interview with Nas could include inquiries about his early 

influences, his creative process, the evolution of his style, and his thoughts 

on the current state of hip-hop. These questions are important to 

understanding his impact on hip-hop as they provide insights into his 

journey, artistic development, and perspective on the genre's growth and 

changes over the years. 


