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Harnessing the Magic of Natural Light in Your Photos 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. To prepare for a portrait shoot during the golden hour, I would take the 
following steps: 

• Equipment: I would use a camera with a lens appropriate for portraits, 
preferably with a wide aperture (e.g., f/1.8 to f/2.8) to achieve a 
shallow depth of field and create a pleasing background blur 
(bokeh). Additionally, I would bring a reflector or a portable flash with 
a softbox to fill in shadows if needed. 

• Positioning: I would position my subject so that the soft, warm golden-
hour light falls on their face at an angle, creating soft and flattering 
illumination. Ideally, the light should come from the side or slightly 
behind the subject for a warm and inviting feel. 

• Creative Decisions: I might choose to shoot from a low angle to 
capture the warm, soft light filtering through the subject's hair, 
creating a beautiful and ethereal effect. Additionally, I would 
encourage natural poses and expressions from my subject to 
capture genuine moments. 

• Timing: I would arrive at the location early to set up and be ready to 
shoot as the golden hour begins. This timing ensures that I can 
capture the fleeting moments of the soft and warm natural light. 

• Composition: I would consider the composition of the photo, using 
the soft golden light to create a pleasing background, such as 
including warm-toned foliage or a serene landscape. Overall, the 
goal would be to take full advantage of the magical quality of the 
golden-hour light to create a memorable portrait. 

2. Shadows in photography play a significant role in shaping the mood, 
atmosphere, and storytelling of a photograph. For example, consider a 
photo of a lone figure walking down a dimly lit alley at night. The interplay 
of shadows and light in this image creates a sense of mystery, isolation, and 
anticipation. The elongated shadows cast by the street lamps add drama 
and depth to the composition. Without the shadows, the image would lose 
its emotional impact and the feeling of suspense. 
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3. Shooting from different angles can drastically change the way natural light 
interacts with your subject and surroundings. For instance, when capturing 
a landscape during the golden hour, shooting from a low angle can result 
in warm, soft light filtering through the grass or foliage, creating a sense of 
depth and serenity. However, shooting from a higher angle may emphasize 
the vastness of the landscape and the interaction between light and 
shadows on the terrain. Experimenting with angles allows photographers to 
control how light shapes the scene, highlighting certain elements or 
creating unique visual effects. 

4. Patience in photography often leads to capturing extraordinary moments. 
One such instance was during a wildlife photography expedition. I had 
been patiently waiting near a watering hole for hours, hoping to 
photograph animals approaching for a drink during the golden hour. The 
sun was beginning to set, casting a warm, soft glow across the savannah. 
As the magical light bathed the landscape, a family of elephants slowly 
emerged from the thickets. They approached the watering hole cautiously, 
their massive forms silhouetted against the setting sun. The golden light 
illuminated the dust kicked up by their feet, creating an enchanting 
atmosphere. I waited for the perfect moment, and as the largest elephant 
extended its trunk to drink, I captured the shot. The result was a 
breathtaking image that showcased the magnificence of these gentle 
giants in the most captivating light. This experience taught me that 
patience, combined with an understanding of natural light, can lead to 
extraordinary and unforgettable photographs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


