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Navigating Directions: When in Doubt, Ask! 
Have you ever been faced with a set of directions 
that seemed confusing or unclear? Maybe it was 
a school assignment, a board game, or even a 
recipe. You might have wondered, "Is it okay to ask 
questions if I'm not sure about something in the 
directions?" The short answer is yes, it's absolutely 
okay! In fact, asking questions when you're 
uncertain about something can be a valuable skill 
that helps you learn, understand, and succeed. 

Imagine you're about to embark on a creative adventure, just like the famous 
artist Vincent van Gogh. He was known for his incredible paintings, but do you 
think he never had questions or doubts? Of course, he did! Van Gogh had to learn 
how to ask the right questions to create his masterpieces, and you can do the 
same. 

When you're not sure about something in the directions, the first step is to take a 
deep breath and remain calm. Feeling unsure is completely normal, and it's a sign 
that you're eager to learn and do your best. Here's a closer look at why it's 
perfectly fine to ask questions: 

• Clarity is Key: Directions are meant to guide you, but they can sometimes 
be tricky to understand. If you're not sure about something, asking questions 
can clear up any confusion. Just like van Gogh mixed his paints to create 
the perfect colors, you can seek clarity to complete your tasks. 

• Learn and Grow: When you ask questions, you open the door to new 
knowledge and understanding. Van Gogh didn't become a great artist by 
keeping his thoughts to himself. He asked questions, learned from others, 
and constantly improved his skills. 

• Collaboration: In many situations, asking questions encourages teamwork 
and collaboration. When you work together with others and share your 
doubts or concerns, you can come up with better solutions. Just like van 
Gogh collaborated with other artists and learned from their techniques. 

• Avoid Mistakes: Questions can help you avoid making mistakes. Think of 
van Gogh carefully planning his paintings to make sure every brushstroke 
had a purpose. Asking questions ensures you're on the right path and can 
prevent errors. 
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Now that we've established that asking questions is not only okay but also 
beneficial, let's explore some practical tips on how to ask questions effectively: 

• Be Specific: Try to pinpoint exactly what you're unsure about. Instead of 
asking, "I don't get it," you could say, "Can you explain step 3 in more 
detail?" 

• Use Polite Language: When asking questions, use polite language like 
"please" and "thank you." Being respectful in your inquiries shows that you 
value the assistance you're receiving. 

• Listen Actively: Pay close attention to the answers you receive. This helps 
you absorb the information and ensures you won't have to ask the same 
question multiple times. 

• Ask for Examples: If you're still struggling to understand, request examples 
or demonstrations. Visual aids or real-life examples can make things much 
clearer. 

• Don't Be Afraid to Follow Up: If the first answer doesn't quite do the trick, it's 
okay to ask a follow-up question for further clarification. 

Now that you're armed with the knowledge of why it's perfectly fine to ask 
questions when you're uncertain about directions, remember that it's a valuable 
skill you can use in various aspects of your life, just like Vincent van Gogh used his 
artistic skills to create incredible paintings. So, whether you're solving a math 
problem, playing a game, or tackling a new project, don't hesitate to ask 
questions and seek the guidance you need to succeed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


