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A Return to Classicism: Neoclassical Art 
Short Answer Key 

1. Symmetry and balance in Neoclassical art refer to the even 

distribution of elements in a composition, creating a sense of 

harmony. An example is the balanced arrangement of figures 

and columns in the Parthenon. 

2. Neoclassical art influenced the design of government buildings 

and monuments by incorporating classical architectural 

elements, such as columns and pediments, to convey 

democratic ideals and authority. 

3. Neoclassical sculpture often featured idealized figures from 

classical themes. "Cupid and Psyche" by Antonio Canova 

exemplifies this with its portrayal of the mythical lovers, 

emphasizing their physical perfection and emotional depth. 

4. "The Oath of the Horatii" conveys messages of heroism and 

patriotism by depicting three brothers pledging their loyalty to 

Rome. The painting celebrates self-sacrifice for the greater 

good. 

5. The Enlightenment period, marked by the pursuit of reason, 

knowledge, and intellectual freedom, influenced Neoclassical 

art by promoting the revival of classical ideals and a return to 

rationality in art and culture. 

 

 

 


