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A Return to Classicism: Neoclassical Art 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Neoclassical art significantly influenced government 

architecture, conveying democratic ideals through classical 

forms. For example, the U.S. Capitol Building in Washington, D.C., 

features Neoclassical columns and pediments, symbolizing 

democratic authority and stability. 

2. "The Oath of the Horatii" is a significant Neoclassical painting that 

portrays heroism and patriotism. It emphasizes the virtue of self-

sacrifice for the state, reflecting the moral and political 

messages of the Neoclassical era. 

3. The enduring legacy of Neoclassical art is evident in its impact 

on contemporary culture. It continues to influence architecture, 

interior design, and art with its emphasis on clarity, precision, and 

classical aesthetics. For instance, many government buildings 

worldwide still incorporate Neoclassical elements. 

4. Neoclassical architecture and Neoclassical painting share a 

commitment to classical ideals but differ in their mediums and 

expressions. While Neoclassical architecture uses columns and 

pediments to convey authority, Neoclassical painting employs 

clarity and precision to depict classical themes and moral 

messages. Both contributed to the Neoclassical movement's 

celebration of reason and rationality. 

 

 


