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Net Play in Badminton: Strategies for Dominance 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. A soft touch is vital in net play because it allows players to control the 
shuttlecock delicately and place it precisely over the net. A soft grip on the 
racket enhances control by providing a greater feel for the shuttlecock. It 
allows players to gauge the exact amount of force needed to clear the 
net, making it challenging for opponents to anticipate and return the shot. 
With a soft grip, players can finesse their net shots, placing them accurately 
and catching their opponents off guard. This control is essential for creating 
opportunities and maintaining pressure at the frontcourt during a game. 

2. Deception in net play is a crucial strategy that involves tricking your 
opponent into guessing the wrong shot direction or speed. Here are a few 
examples of how deception can be used effectively at the net: 

• Sudden Change of Direction: Pretending to hit a straight net shot but 
at the last moment, redirecting it cross-court to catch the opponent 
off guard. 

• Delayed Shots: Delaying the release of your shot to make your 
opponent commit to a direction prematurely, then placing the 
shuttlecock elsewhere. 

• Faking a Smash: Pretending to set up for a powerful smash but 
executing a gentle net drop instead. 

• Body Feints: Using your body movements to suggest one shot while 
executing another. For instance, moving as if you'll play a net shot 
but instead lifting the shuttlecock. 

Deception at the net keeps opponents uncertain and forces them to 
react late, creating opportunities for offensive play or inducing errors 
in their responses. 

3. To counter my opponent's strong net play and gain an advantage, I would 
employ several strategies: 

• Variation in Shots: I would vary my net shots, including net drops, net 
lifts, and flicks, to keep my opponent guessing. Consistently changing 
the type of shot can disrupt their rhythm. 

• Deception: I would focus on deceptive shots, using subtle changes in 
wrist movements and body positioning to trick my opponent into 
guessing the wrong shot. Deception can help create openings and 
force errors. 

• Quick Reflexes: I would work on improving my quick reflexes to 
anticipate my opponent's shots and respond swiftly. This would allow 
me to intercept their shots and gain control of the frontcourt. 


