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Time Traveler's Resolutions 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Tom's time-traveling adventure highlights the idea that New 
Year's Resolutions can be powerful agents of change in the 
world because it shows how individuals, even historical figures, 
can set goals and resolutions that shape the course of history 
and positively impact society. 

2. Answers will vary. Example: "I would choose to make a New 
Year's Resolution with Mahatma Gandhi, and the resolution 
would be to promote non-violence and peaceful resistance as 
a means to achieve social and political change. I admire 
Gandhi's principles, and I believe this resolution would have a 
lasting impact on promoting peace and justice." 

3. The resolutions made by the historical figures in the story continue 
to influence our lives today by shaping our values, culture, and 
knowledge. For example, Socrates' resolution to encourage 
critical thinking still influences education and philosophy. 
Leonardo da Vinci's innovations continue to inspire creativity 
and scientific exploration. Benjamin Franklin's virtues are still 
valued in personal development. Marie Curie's contributions in 
radiation paved the way for advancements in science and 
medicine. Nelson Mandela's fight against apartheid set an 
example for activism and equality. 

4. The lessons from Tom's time-traveling adventure can be applied 
to setting and achieving personal New Year's Resolutions in the 
real world by emphasizing the importance of setting meaningful 
goals and resolutions that align with one's values and beliefs. It 
also highlights the potential for resolutions to bring about positive 
change, not only for individuals but for society as a whole, when 
pursued with dedication and determination. 

 

 


