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Champion Dreams 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Determination and perseverance play a crucial role in Jake's journey from 

an underdog to a champion. His unwavering commitment to his New Year's 

Resolution allowed him to overcome obstacles and achieve his ambitious 

goal. This story illustrates that with dedication and hard work, even the most 

challenging goals can be attained. It teaches us that success often requires 

pushing through difficulties and believing in oneself. 

2. If I had a challenging New Year's Resolution, I would apply Jake's 

determination and work ethic by setting a clear plan and routine for 

achieving my goal. I would practice regularly, seek guidance when 

needed, and not let setbacks deter me. Jake's story reminds us that with 

persistence and a positive mindset, we can overcome challenges and 

accomplish our ambitions. 

3. One personal experience where I faced a difficult challenge was learning 

to ride a bicycle. Initially, I struggled with balancing and coordination, and 

there were moments when I fell and got frustrated. However, I persevered, 

practiced regularly, and sought help from someone experienced. 

Eventually, I succeeded in riding without training wheels, and the sense of 

accomplishment was incredibly rewarding. This experience taught me the 

value of determination and resilience in overcoming obstacles. 

4. Setting ambitious goals and resolutions is important because they push us 

to grow, learn, and achieve more than we thought possible. Even if these 

goals seem difficult to attain, they motivate us to work harder, learn new 

skills, and overcome obstacles. Pursuing ambitious goals can lead to 

personal growth, increased self-confidence, and a sense of fulfillment. 

Jake's story highlights the satisfaction that comes from aiming high and 

achieving one's dreams. 

 


